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Topic: What are students’ perceptions of online social work education, specifically MSW programs? 

Questions: What are students’ perceptions of sense of belonging with online social work programs?

· List of online programs through CSWE
· SWDE listserv

· NADD
· GADE: directors of program

Residences (may be a variable): create a sense of community will positively affect experiences in the program. 

Introduction

· State the problem… Higher Education need to be more innovative in delivery model due to decline in student admissions.
· Who is entering Higher Ed? How is HE funded and changed over time?
· How has change in funding structure changed?
· Delay in 
· Increase students needing to work simultaneous as being in school
· Innovative Models
· Flexible
· OL … 
· define it and different frameworks
· then give stats of increase in OL programs in general in HE
· Weekend program
· Social Work is not immune to this….
· How many SW programs OL?
· First seen in MSW… show stats
· BSW… what do they look like?
· Then DSW programs…. Is it the same as MSW?
· SW Relevance: We are unique because we are an applied profession and need to create an environment that offers experiential learning and creates a sense of belonging to ensure learning takes place. Connecting back to students learning and as an accredited profession we have specific competencies that students obtain before graduation and the OL environment support that.
· Define sense of belonging within online programs
· Theoretical Framework
· Experiential Learning Theory (Kolb)
· Adult Learning Theory- Andragogy 
· Social Exchange (Robbins Text)
· Research Questions: 
· Questions: What are students’ perceptions of sense of belonging with online social work programs?
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Mixed Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative
· Sense of Belonging



· Current state of students in higher education---how do they differ (age, personal responsibilities, jobs)
· What contributed to this---funding, change in family dynamics
· How are universities responding to meet the needs of current students?---one way is through online education

Social Work ---

· Discuss the emergence of online programs in schools of social work and at what levels
· Challenges that we know about online social work programs---
· Important to create a sense of community and offer opportunities to apply practice through experiential learning and struggle is how to do that if online.  

Creating a Community

· Another challenge is fostering that sense of community in online program, which enhances student learning and then affects their learning
· Purpose of this study---explore best practice options to foster sense of belonging/community within online social work programs

Literature Review

· What are the best practices for fostering sense of community---what is identified is your subheadings (e.g., residencies)
· Residency---within each section then synthesize what we know about how they are structured and the pros/cons of them


